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Majestic  Myth  Captured 


William  Dean  Howells'  Boyhood 
In  Hamilton  Asset  As  Writer 
Formulated  Lincoln  Biography 
faring  Hectic  1860  Campaign 


By  JIM  BLOUNT 

Assistant  City  Editor 

Abraham  Lincoln,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  dur- 
ing the  Civil  War  years,  may 
owe  part  of  his  1860  political 
success  to  the  pen  of  a  literary 
giant  who  spent  the  most  hap- 
py years  of  his  life  in  Hamilton. 

Lincoln,  who  was  born  162 
years  ago  (Feb.  12,  1809)  in  ob- 
scurity in  Kentucky,  rose  quick- 
ly to  the  top  of  the  political  lad- 
der between  1858  and  1860. 

In  1868  Lincoln  engaged  De- 
mocrat Stephen  A.  Douglas  in 
a  race  for  a  U.S.  Senate  seat 
from  Illinois.  A  series  of  nota- 
ble speeches  during  the  cam- 
paign are  known  as  the  Lincoln- 
Douglas  debates.  Lincoln  lost 
the  election,  but  the  debates 
brought  him  some  national  at- 
tention. 

In  May,  I860,  he  was  a  dark- 
horse  candidate  for  the  Repub- 
lican nomination  for  President. 
The  young  party  (Lincoln  was 
only  its  second  presidential  can- 
didate) nominated  the  prairie 
lawyer  from  Springfield,  111., 
who  remained  a  mystery  to  a 
majority  of  the  electorate,  in- 
cluding Republicans, 

Many  Biographies 

About  a  dozen  biographies  in 
various  lengths  were  written  by 
opportunist  writers  before  the 
1860  fall  election  in  which  Lin- 
coln bested  three  other  candi- 
dates —  Stephen  A.  Douglas,  his 
old  Illinois  rival;  John  Bell  of 
Tennessee;  and  John  C.  Breck- 
inridge of  Kentucky. 

Recent  studies  indicate  that  as 
many  as  200,000  copies  of  these 
campaign  biographies  may  have 
been  distributed  in  the  United 
Slates  in  about  four  months  in 
1860. 

One  of  the  biographies  was 
written  by  William  Dean  Ho- 
wells, a  Columbus  resident  at 
that  time.  Howells  had  resided 
in  Hamilton  as  a  boy. 
Father  Was  Editor 

Howells  was  born  in  Martins 
Ferry,  Ohio,  March  1,  1837.  His 
father  William  Cooper  Howells, 


formulative  years  in  Southwest- 
ern Indiana  at  Gentryville. 

Howells  in  1890  wrote  "A  Boy's 
Town,"  a  recollection  of  his  de- 
lightful years  playing  with 
other  Hamilton  boys  along  the 
hydraulic,  the  basin,  the  canal 
and  the  Great  Miami  River. 

He  lived  in  at  least  three  other 
Ohio  cities,  in  Boston,  Mass., 
and  in  New  York  City,  but 
Hamilton  was  the  only  one  hon- 
ored with  a  book. 

Four  years  before  his  death 
un  May  11,  1920,  in  New  York 
City,  the  literary  genius  wrote 
about  Hamilton  again. 

"Again,  I  doubt  if  any  boy 
ever  lived  a  gladder  time  than 
I  lived  in  Hamilton,  Butler  Coun- 
ty, Ohio;  words  that  I  still  write 
when  I  try  a  new  pen  because 
I  learned  to  write  them  first, 
and  love  them  yet." 
Shop  Was  School 

Those  memories  of  Hamilton 
included  his  limited  schooling  in 
the  Hamilton  and  Rossville  Fe- 
male Academy  (which  accepted 
boys)  at  the  southeast  corner  of 
Monument  Ave.  and  Market  St. 

But  Howell9  also  considered 
his  father's  printing  shop  at  the 
northeast  corner  of  Court  and 
Third  Sts.  as  an  educational  ex- 
perience. He  worked  in  tlhe  In- 
telligencer shop  before  he  was 
10  years  of  age.  Howells  in  1891 
said  "the  printing  office  was 
my  school  from  a  very  early 
date." 

One  of  the  many  biographies 
and  studies  of  Howells  is  "The 
Road  to  Realism"  by  Edwin  H. 
Cady,  published  by  the  Syra- 
cuse University  Press  in  1957. 
Compare  Backgrounds 

Cady,  in  appraising  Howells' 
work  on  Lincoln,  referred  to  the 
author's  early  years  in  Hamil- 
ton. 

With  this  background,  Cady 
'believes  "Howells,  who  had 
not  troubled  to  go  to  see  Lin- 
coln, was  able  to  grasp  and  ex- 
press, in  an  extremely  eartly 
form,  the  majestic  Lincoln 
myth.  It,  was  because  he  (Ho- 
wells) too  had  gone  to  school 
very  little  and   had   seen   the 


a  dignity  upon  tlhem;  and  the 
rustic  boy,  who  is  to  be  Presi- 
dent in  BOO,  may  well  be  con- 
soled and  encouraged  in  his 
labors  when  he  recalls  these  in- 
cidents in  the  history  of  one 
whose  Mure  once  wore  no 
brighter  aspect  than  his  own 
wears  now. 

"The  emigrant,  at  the  head  of 
the  slow  oxen  that  drag  his 
household  goods  toward  the  set- 
ting sun  —  toward  some  Illinois 
yet  further  west  —  will  take 
heart  and  hope  when  he  remem- 
bers that  Lincoln  made  no 
prouder  entrance  into  the  State 
of  which  he  is  now  the  first 
citizen. 

"The  young  student,  climbing 
unaided  up  the  steep  ascent  — 
he  who  has  begun  the  journey 
after  the  best  hours  of  the  morn 
ing  are  lost  forever  —  shall  not 
be  without  encouragement  when 
he  finds  the  footprints  of  an- 
other in  the  most  toilsome  wind- 
ings Of  his  path. 

"Lincoln's  future  success  or 
unsuceess  can  affect  nothing  in 
the  past.  The  grandeur  of  his 
triumph  over  all  the  Obstacles  of 
fortune,  will  remain  the  same. 
Office  can  not  confer  honors 
brighter  than  those  he  has  al- 
ready achieved;  it  is  the  Pre- 
sidency, not  a  great  man,  that 
is  elevated,  if  such  be  chosen 
chief  magistrate.'"' 

Describe  Debates 

Cady  observed  that  Howells 
was  "less  literary"  in  report- 
ing Lincoln's  political  views,  but 
"got  in  one  telling  blow  .  .  . 
while  discussing  the  famous 
debates." 

He  was  referring  to  this  pas- 
sage from  Howells'  book: 

"  'Douglas  was  full  of  words 
.  .  .  The  banner  of  popular  sov- 
ereignty smote  pleasantly  upon 
the  sight.  When  Lincoln  revers- 
ed it,  and  men  read  the  true 
inscription,  they  saw  that  it  was 
the  signal  of  discord,  oppres- 
sion, and  violence.  There  were 
old  stains  upon  that  gay  piece 
of  bunting;  stains  of  blood  from 
the  cabin  hearths  of  Kansas,  and 
from  the  marble  floor  of  the 


Howells  gain  a  diplomatic  post 
in  the  Lincoln  administration  — 
U.S.  Consul  to  Venice,  Italy. 
Sought  Employment 

Financial  difficulties  at  the 
Ohio  State  Journal  led  to  the 
circumstances  Which  gave 
Howells  the  opportunity  to  write 
a  biography  of  Lincoln. 

In  March,  1860,  the  publisher 
released  some  of  his  young  edi- 
tors because  he  was  unable1  to 
meet  his  payroll.  In  fact,  the 
Journal  owed  back  salary.  Ho- 
wells was  among  the  editors 
who  went  job  hunting.  ; 

He  took  employment  with  a 
publishing  house,  Follett,  Fos- 
ter &  Co.  of  Columbus,  a  firm 
which  had  published  some  of  his 
poetry,  "Poems  of  Two 
Friends." 

Howells  was  a  "reader  and 
book  doctor,"  according  to  Ca- 
dy. He  collected  biographical  de- 
tails and  wrote  brief  introduc- 
tions for  the  publishing  firm. 
He  also  rewrote  items  submit- 
ted by  other  writers. 

Published  Debates 

"Late  in  May,  1860,  however, 
Folleitt  and  Foster  thought  of  a 
really  good  way  to  use  their 
bright  young  employe,"  Cady 
observed  in  "The  Road  to  Real- 
ism." 

Cady  explained  the  publishers 
actions  this  way;  They  had  scor- 
ed a  lucrative  publishing  success 
with  the  'Lincoln  -  Douglas  De- 
bates,' and  now  the  once  ob- 
scure Illiniois  lawyer  had  been 
nominated  for  the  Presidency 
by  the  Republican  party. 

"What  could  be  more  fitting, 
or  potentially  more  profitable, 
than  that  an  able  Western  writ- 
er should  do  a  campaign  bio- 
graphy of  him  for  a  Western 
publisher?  They  proposed  that 
Will  Howells  should  hop  a  train 
for  Springfield,  111.,  and  get  the 
facts,"  Cady  explained. 

It  is  at  this  point  that  a  dis- 
pute concerning  authorship  be- 
gins. Is  an  author  one  who  gath- 
ers information  or  a  person 
who  writes?  The  Lincoln  mater- 
ial was  researched  by  James  Q.  c 

oward.  a  20  -  year  -  old  law  t' 
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Bv  JIM  BLOUNT 
Assistant  City  Editor 

Abraham  Lincoln,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  dur- 
ing the  Civil  War  years,  may 
owe  part  of  his  I860  political 
success  to  the  pen  of  a  literary 
giant  who  spent  the  most  hap- 
py years  of  his  life  in  Hamilton. 

Lincoln,  who  was  born  162 
years  ago  (Feb.  12.  1809)  in  ob- 
scurity in  Kentucky,  rose  quick- 
ly to  the  top  of  Ihe  political  lad- 
der between  1858  and  1850. 

In  1858  Lincoln  engaged  De- 
mocrat Stephen  A.  Douglas  in 
a  race  for  a  U.S.  Senate  seat 
f-om  Illinois.  A  series  of  nota- 
ble speeches  during  the  cam- 
paign axe  known  as  the  Lincoln- 
Douglas  debates.  Lincoln  lost 
the  election,  but  the  debates 
brought  him  some  national  at- 
tention. 

In  May,  1360,  he  was  a  dark- 
horse  candidate  for  the  Repub- 
lican nomination  for  President. 
The  young  party  (Lincoln  was 
only  its  second  presidential  can- 
didate) nominated  the  prairie 
lawyer  from  Springfield.  111., 
who  remained  a  mystery  to  a 
majority  of  the  electorate,  in 
eluding  Republicans. 

Many  Biographies 

About  a  dozen  biographies  in 
various  lengths  were  written  by 


epportums 


before  the 


1860  fall  election  in  which  Lin- 
coln bested  three  other  candi- 
dates —  Stephen  A.  Douglas,  his 
old  Illinois  rival;  John  Bell  of 
Tennessee;  and  John  C.  Breck- 
inridge of  Kentucky. 

Recent  studies  indicate  that  as 
many  as  200,000  copies  of  these 
campaign  biographies  may  have 
teen  distributed  in  the  United 
S.ates  in  about  four  month: 
1860. 

One  of  the  biographies 
written  by  William  Dean  Ho- 
vells,  a  Columbus  resident  at 
that  time.  Howells  had  resided 
in  Hamilton  as  a  boy. 
Father  Was  Editor 
Howells  was  born  ri  Martins 
Ferry.  Ohio,  March  I,  1837.  His 
father  William  Cooper  Howells, 
moved  his  family  to  Hamilton 
in  1839.  The  elder  Howells  pur- 
chased the  Hamilton  Intelligen- 
cer Feb.  27.  1840.  from  Isaac  M. 
Walters.  He  edited  the  paper, 
which  supported  the  Whig  parly, 
until  Nov.  16,  1818,  when  he  sold 
it  under  unusual  circumstances. 
William  C.  Howells  had  re- 
servations about  the  1848  Whig 
presidential  candidate  —  Zaeh- 
ary  Taylor,  hero  of  the  Mexi- 
can War.  Howells  offered  to  sell 
his  newspaper  to  any  Whig  will- 
ing to  support  Taylor.  John  P. 
Charles  of  Eaton  accepted  the 
challenge  and  the  transaction 
was  completed  Nov.  16.  1848. 

The  sale  also  ended  Williarr 
De-an  Howells'  eight  -  year  boy 
hood  in  Hamilton.  The  family 
moved  to  Dayton  where  the  fa- 
ther purchased  another  news- 
paper. 

Remembered  Hamilton 
William  Dean  Howells  did  not 
forget  Hamilton.  In  fact,  at  least 
one  biographer  has  linked  his 
boyhood  experiences  in  this  city 
to  his  understanding  of  Lincoln's 


formula  live  years  in  SnUthwest- 
n  Indiana  at  Gentryville. 
Howells  in  1890  wrote  "A  Boy's 
>wn,"  a  recollection  of  his  de- 
lightful    years     playing     with 
other  Hamilton  boys  along  the 
hydraulic,  the  basin,  the  canal 
"id  the  Great  Miami  River. 
He  lived  in  at  least  three  other 
Ohio   cities,   in   Boston,   Mass., 
d  in    New    York    City,    but 
Hamilton  was  the  only  one  hon- 
ored with  a  book. 
Four  years  before  his  death 
i  May  II.  1920.  in  New  York 
City,  the  literary  genius  wrote 
about  Hamilton  again. 

i.  I  doubt  if  any  boy 
everlived  a  gladder  time  than 
I  lived  in  Hamilton,  Butler  Coun- 
ly.  Ohio;  words  that  I  still  write 
when  I  try  a  new  pen  because 
I  learned  to  write  them  first, 
ind  love  them  yet." 

Shop  Was  School 
Those  memories  of  Hamilton 
ncluded  his  limited  schooling  in 
the  Hamilton  and  Rossville  Fe- 
male Academy  (which  accepted 
boys)  at  the  southeast  corner  of 
Monument  Ave.  and  Market  St. 
But  Howells  also  considered 
his  father's  printing  shop  at  the 
northeast  comer  of  Court  and 
Third  Sts.  as  an  educational  ex- 
perience. He  worked  in  the  In- 
elligencer  shop  before  he  was 
.0  years  of  age.  Howells  in  1891 
;aid  "the  printing  office  was 
my  school  from  a  very  early 
date." 

One  of  the  many  biographies 
and  studies  of  Howells  is  "The 
Road  to  Realism"  by  Edwin  H. 
Cady,   published  by  the  Syra- 
cuse University  Press  in  1957, 
Compare   Backgrounds 
Cady,  in  appraising  Howells' 
ork  on  Lincoln,  referred  to  thi 
author's  early  years  in  Hamil 

With   this  background.    Cady 
;lieves     "Howells,     who     had 
it  troubled  to  go  to  see  ] 
coin,  was  able  to  grasp  and 
press,   in   an    extremely    e; 
form,     the     majestic     Lincoln 
myth.  It.  was   because  he   (Ho- 
wells)  too  had  gone   to  school 
little  and    had    seen    th< 
frontier  partly  through  his  owt 
and  partly  through  his  father': 
,-es.  And  perhaps  it  was  be 
tuse  he  was  a  poet." 
Cady  used  a  portion  of  the 
biography  in  which  Howells 
quoting  George  Cole,  who  had 
split  rails  with  Lincoln,  to  il- 
lustrate his  point: 

"No  admirer,  who  speaks  in 
his  praise,  must  pause  to  con- 
ceal a  stain  upon  his  good  name 
No  true  man  falters  in  his  af- 
fection at  the  remembrance  of 
any  mean  action  or  littleness  in 
the  life  of  Lincoln. 

"The  purity  of  his  reputation. 
the  greatness  and  dignity  of  his 
ambition,  ennoble  every  incident 
of  his  career,  and  give  signifi 
to  all  the  events  of  his 
past. 

"It  is  true  that  simply  to  have 
mauled  rails,  and  commanded 
a  flat  -  boat,  is  not  to  have  per- 
formed splendid  actions.  But  the 
fact  that  Lincoln  has  done  these 
things,  and  has  risen  above 
thorn  by  his  own  force,  confers 


dignity  upon  them;  and  the 
rustic  boy.  who  is  to  be  Presi-| 
dent  in  1900.  may  well  be  coh-i 
soled  and  encouraged  in  his 
labors  when  he  recalls  these  in- 
cidents in  the  history  of  one 
whose  future  once  wore  no  I 
brighter  aspect  than  his  own; 
ars  now. 

'The  emigrant,  at  the  head  of 
the  slow  oxen  that  drag  his 
household  goods  toward  the  set- 
ing  sun  —  toward  some  Illinois 
ret  further  west  —  will  take 
lieart  and  hope  when  he  reniem- 
that  Lincoln  made  no 
prouder  entrance  into  the  State 
hioh  he  is  now  the  first 
citizen. 

"The  young  student,  climbing 
unaided  up  the  sleep  ascent  — 
ho  has    begun  the  journey 
after  the  best  hours  of  the  morn- 
lost  forever  —  shall  not 
be  without  encouragement  when 
finds  the   footprints   of   an- 
other in  the  most  toilsome  wind- 
ings of  his  path. 

'Lincoln's  future  success  or 
success  can  affect  nothing  in 
the  past.  The  grandeur  of  his 
Iriumph  over  all  the  obstacles  of 
fortune,  will  remain  the  same. 
Office  oan  not  confer  honors 
brighter  than  those  he  hai 

idy  achieved;  it  is  the  Pre- 
sidency, not  a  great  man,  that 
is  elevated,  if  such  be  chosen 
chief  magistrate.' " 

Deccribe  Debates 
Cady  observed    that    Howells 
,Vas   "less  literary"    in   report- 
ng  Lincoln's  political  views,  but 
'got  in  one  telling  blow   .   .  . 
while    discussing    the    famous 
debates." 
He  was  referring  to  this  pas- 
ge  from  Howells'  book: 
"Douglas  was  full  of  words 
.  The  banner  of  popular  sov- 
eignty  smote  pleasantly  upon 
the  sight.  When  Lincoln  revers- 
ed it,   and  men  read   the  true 
iscription,  they  saw  that  it  was 
the  signal  of  discord,  oppres- 
nd  violence.  There  were 
old  stains  upon  that  gay  piece 
of  bunting;  stains  of  blood  from 
the  cabin  hearths  of  Kansas,  and 
from   the  marble   floor 
Senate  hall;  and  a  marvelous  ill 
odor  of  cruelty  hung  about  it, 
ere.  in  fact,  no  better 
than  the  flag    of    a    slaveshLp. 
Where  its  shadow    fell    across 
the  future  of  a  State,  civiliza- 
tion  and  humanity  seemed    to 
shrink  back,  and  a  race  of  bond- 
men  and  their   masters   thinly 
peopled    a    barren    land    that 
would  have   "laughed    in    har 
vests"       in       the       light       ol 
freedom-'  " 

Worth  Only  §199 
Howells'    controversial    cam- 
p.ii^n  biography  of  Lincoln  net' 
ted  the  writer  only  $1S9,  accord- 
ing to  an  interview  in  the  1890s. 
However,   it  had    more    than 
monetary  value  for  Howell: 
was  an  important  step  in  i 
erary    career    which    included 
poetry,    fiction.   Critical   essay 
and  books  and  a  distinguished 
tenure    as    editor    of    Atlantic 
Monthly. 

The  1660  Lincoln  book,  made 
possible  by  the  investigative 
work  of  a   friend,   also  helped 


Howells  gain  a  diplomatic  post 

in  the  Lincoln  administration  — 

U.S.  Consul  to  Venice.  Italy. 

Sought  Employment 

Financial  difficulties  at  the 
Ohio  State  Journal  led  to  the 
ciroumstances  which  gave 
Howells  the  opportunity  to  write 
a  biography  of  Lincoln. 

In  March,  1860,  the  pubtishf-r 
released  some  of  his  young  edi- 
tors because  he  was  unable  to 
meet  his  payroll.  In  fact,  the 
Journal  owed  back  salary.  Ho- 
wells was  among  the  editors 
who  went  job  hunting. 

He  look  employment  with  a 
publishing  house,  Follett.  Fos- 
ter &  Co.  of  Columbus,  a  firm 
which  had  published  some  of  his 
poetry,  "Poems  of  Two 
Friends." 

Howells  was  a  "reader  and 
book  doctor."  according  to  Ca- 
dy. He  collected  biographical  de- 
tails and  wrote  brief  introduc 
tions  for  the  publishing  firm. 
He  also  rewrote  items  submit- 
ted by  other  writers. 

Published  Debates 

"Late  in  Maiy,  I860,  however. 
Follett  and  Foster  thought  of  a 
really  good  way  to  use  their 
bright  young  employe."  Cady 
observed  in  "The  Road  to  Real- 

Cady  explained  the  publishers 
actions  this  way;  They  had  scor- 
ed a  lucrative  publishing  success 
with  the  'Lincoln  -  Douglas  De- 
,'  and  now  the  once  ob- 
Illirriois  lawyer  had  been 
nominated  for  the  Presidency 
by  the  Republican  party. 

'What  could  be  more  fitting, 
potentially  more  profitable, 
than  that  an  able  Western  writ- 
hould  do  a  campaign  bio- 
graphy of  him  for  a  Western 
publisher?  They  proposed  that: 
Will  Howells  should  hop  a  train  |; 
for  Springfield,  III.,  and  get  the" 
facts,"  Cady  explained. 

It  is  at  this  point  that  a  dis- 
pute concerning  authorship  be- 
gins. Is  an  author  one  who  gath- 
ers information  or  a  person 
who  writes?  The  Lincoln  mak-r 
ial  was  researched  by  James  Q. 
Howard,  a  20  -  year  -  old  law 
student.  The  writer  was23-year- 
oid  William  Dean  Howells. 
Missed  Chance 

"Neatly  missing  the  opport- 
unity for  an  intimate  brush  with 
history,  Howells  decided  to  stay 
home  and  write  Doetry,"  said 
Cady.  "He  had  never  been  an 
interviewer,  and  a  young  law- 
student  friend  .  .  ,  was  going 
to   Springfield.   He   let   Howard 

slk  to  Lincoln." 

Howard  realized  there  would 
be  competition  in  writing  the 
Lincoln  biography  v/hen  he  ar- 
rived in  Springfield,  III.,  the 
nominee's  home. 

John  Locke  Scripps.  chief  edi- 
tor of  the  Chicago  Press  &  Tri- 
bune, apparently  arrived  before 
Howard  and  sought  information 
from  Lincoln  and  his  colleague.-. 
Scripps'  32  -  page  pamphlet  was 
published  about  July  15,  I860,  by 
the  New  York  Tribune  and  later 
by  the  Chicago  Press  &  Tri- 
bune. 

"To  assist  biographers, 
because  the  public  needed  to  be 
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.iformed  about  the  life  and  ca- 
reer of  the  Republican  nominee. 
Lincoln  wrote  out  in  the  third 
person    some    autobiographical 

oi.es  which  had  bc.-n  promised 
to  Scripps,"  said  "Lincoln 
Lor.:"    (October,  1965). 

"This  famous  sketch  has  be- 
come a  classic  in  Lincoln  litera- 
;ire.  However.  Scripps  did  not 
flj\<?  the  exclusive  use  of  the 
3d  i  (biography  because  Lincoln 
retained  the  original  manuscript 
ind  later  permitted  John  G.  Ni- 
colay,  his  private  secretary,  to 
copies  to  William  Dean 
Howells,  D.  W.  Bartlett  and  per- 
haps others  who  wrote  cam- 
paign lives,"  "Lincoln  Lore"  re- 
ported;. 

Scripps  visited  Lincoln  some- 

nes  before  June  18.  1880,  ac- 

irding  to  evidence  in  a  corres- 
ponitonee  from  Scripps  to  Lin- 

oln. 

One  source  claims  Howard  re- 


turned to  Columbus,  Ohio,  from 
Springfield,  III.,  June  7.  1860. 
The  August,  1957,  edition  of 
"Lincoln  Lore"  noted  that 
"Howard  had  spent  several  days 
in  Springfield,  where  he  received 
from  Lincoln  a  copy  of  the  bio- 
graphical material  which  he  had 
prepared  for  John  Locke 
Scripps  .  .  .  Likewise,  Howard 
had  interviewed  Lincoln's  close 
friends  and  spent  considerable 
time  in  the  files  of  the  Sanga- 
mon Journal  and  the  Journal  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  Illin- 

It  also  was  reported  that  How- 
ard "was  so  cordially  received 

by  Lincoln  and  was  so  success- 
ful in  compiling  data  with  the 
help  and  cooperation  of  Nico- 
Ia>."  Lincoln's  private  secre- 
tary. 

Howells  worked  fast  in  writ- 
ing the  book,  apparently  recog- 
nizing the  rewards  of  being  one 


of  the  first  to  reach  a  soon  -  to- 
be  -  crowded  market  for  Lincoln 
literature. 

"His  years  of  literary  discip- 
line and  his  repoiier's  facility 
stood  him  in  good  stead,"  said 
Cady. 

"In  little  more  than  a  week 
he  had  turned  in  to  the  publish- 
er ac  astute  and  glowing  judge- 
ment, 77  pages  long,  of  Lin- 
coln's career." 

The  finished  product,  released 
June  27,  1860,  contained  170 
pages,  including  94  devoted  to 
Lincoln  and  other  pages  per- 
taining to  the  nominating  con- 
vention in  Chicago,  Lincoln 
speeches  and  a  biographical 
sketch  of  Hannibal  Hcmblin,  the 
vice  presidential  nominee  on  the 
GOP  ticket  with  Lincoln. 

A  biographer  noted  that  "a 
tradition  of  appointing  men  of 
letters  to  diplomatic  posts  had 
growing." 


Howells  consulted  Ohio  poll- 

:ians  in  search  of  a  position, 

e  also  was  endorsed  by  Lin- 
coln's two  young  personal  secre- 
taries, John  Hay  and  John 
Nicolay. 

He  was  appointed  U.S.  consul 
to  Venice,  Italy,  ;n  1861,,  serv- 
ing throughout  the  Civil  War. 

Most  contemporaries  consider- 
ed the  appointment  Lincoln's  re- 
ward for  Howells  writing  the 
I860  campaign  biography. 

Lincoln  withdrew  the  Howells 
buok  from  the  Library  of  Con- 

ress  at  least  twice  while  he 
Fas  President.  The  first  time 
,-as  from  May  4  to  May  31, 
1063. 

The  second  time  it  was  with- 
drawn was  March  22,  1885,  and 
s  in  the  While  House  when 
L;ncoln  died  April  15  a  few 
blocks  away  as  the  result  of  a 
blast  from  the  revolver  of  John 
Wakes  Booth. 


March  I,  1837-May  U9  1920 

Chronology  Of  Howells'  Life,  Writings 


Lincoln  Won  Election  In  1860   Campaign; 
Appointed  Howells  To  Venice  Council  Post 


1937  —  March  1.  William  Dean 
Howells  bom,  Martin's  Ferry, 
Belmont  County.  Ohio. 

1846  —  Howells  already  set- 
ting type  on  his  father's  paper 
in  Hamilton. 

1851  —  Became  compositor  on 
Ohio  State  Journal. 

1852  —  Howells'  father  mov- 
ed his  family  to  Ashtabula  hi 
order  to  take  editorship  of  Sen- 
tinel; moved  a  few  months  lat- 
er to  Jefferson,  where  Sentinel 
remains  to  this  day.  Howells 
contributed  to  family  paper  for 
many  years. 

1855  —  Howells  contributing 
to  Sentinel.  Ohio  Farmer.  Ohio 
State  Journal.  National  Era,  and 
other  papers. 

1857  —  Lived  in  Columbus  and 
became  correspondent  for  Cin- 
cinnati Gazette. 

1858  —  Reporter,  news  editor, 
and  editorial  writer  for  Ohio 
State  Journal, 

1860  —Contributed  to  Atlantic 
Monthly.  Saturday  Press,  and 
Cincinnati  Dial.  Published  (with 
J.  J.  Piatt)  first  book.  Poems 
of  Two  Friends.  Wrote  cam- 
paign Life  of  Lincoln. 

1861  —  Appointed  cousul  to 
Venice. 

1862  -  Married  in  Paris  to 
Elinor  Gertrude  Mead,  of  Brat- 
tleboro,  Vermont. 

1853  -  Published  letters  hi 
Boston  Advertiser. 

IG64  —  Began  contributing  to 
North  American  Review. 

1865  —  Returned  to  United 
Slates;  began  writing  for  New 
York  Times,  Round  Table,  and 
Nation. 

1856  —  Assistant  editor  of  At- 
lantic Monthly,  Venetian  Life 
published. 

1857  -  Italian  Journeys.  Har- 
vard gave  Howells  M.A. 

1869  —  No  Love  Lost:  A 
Romance  of  Travel.  University 
Lecturer  at  Harvard,   1869;  1871. 

1871  —  Editor  -  in  •  chief  of 


Atlantic  Monthly.  Suburban 
Sketches. 

1372  —  Their  Wedding  Jour- 
ney. 

1873  —  A  Chance  Acquain- 
tance; Poems. 

1875  —  A  Foregone   Conclu- 

1876  —The    Parlor  Car. 
1S77  —  Out  of  the  Question;  A 

Counterfeit  Presentment. 

1879  —  The  Lady  of  the 
Aroostook. 

1680  —  The  Undiscovered 
Country. 

1S9I  —  Resigned  editorship  of 
Atlantic.  Doctor  Brecn's  Prac- 
tice; A  Fearful  Responsibility 
and  Other  Stories. 

1882  —  Trip  to  Europe.  Of- 
fered professorship  at  the 
Johns  Hopkins  University.  A 
Modern  Instance. 

1883  —  Returned  from  Europe. 
A  Woman's  Reason. 

1884  —  Three  Villages;  Niaga- 


i  Re 


sited. 


1E85  —  The  Rise  of  Silas  Lap- 
ham. 

1886  —  Begin  "Editor's  Study" 
in  Harper's.  Refused  Smith  pro- 
fessorship at  Harvard.  Indian 
Summer;  Tuscan  Cities. 

1837  —  Letter  to  New  York 
Tribune  asking  clemency  for 
the  Ohicago  Anarchists.  The 
Minister's  Charge;  Modren  Ita- 
lian Poels.  Began  contributing 
to  Harper's  Weekly. 

1838  —  Moved  to  New  York. 
April   Hopes. 

1889  —  Death  of  Winifred 
Howells.  Annie  Kilburn.  Moved 
back  to  Boston. 

1890  —  A  Hazard  of  New  For- 
tunes; The  Shadow  of  a  Dream; 
A  Boy's  Town. 

1891  —  Crilicism  and  Fiction. 
Re-lurned  to  New  York. 

1892  —  Resigned  from  "Edi- 
tor's Study."  Co  -  editor  of 
Cosmopolitan  for  four  months. 
Ar  Imperative  Duty;  The  Qua- 
lity of  Mercy., 


1893  -  The  World  of  Chance; 
The  Coast  of  Bohemia. 

1894  —  A  Traveler  from  Al- 

1895  —  My  Literary  Passions; 
Stops  of  Various  Quills.  Began 
regular  contributions  to  Har- 
per's Weekly. 

1897  —  The  Landlord  at 
Lion's  Head. 

1898  —  Contributing  to  Litera- 
ture, a  Harper  publication.  The 
Story  of  a  Play. 

1899  —  Their  Silver  Wedding 
Journey. 

1900  —  Began  "Editor's  Easy 
Chair"  for  Harper's.  Literary 
Friends  and  Acquaintance.  " 

1901  —  Received  Litt.  D.  from 
Yale.  Heroines  of  Fiction. 

1902  —  The  Kentons. 

1504_  Received  Litt.  D.  from 
Oxford.  The  Son  of  Royal  Lang- 
briUi. 

1305  —  Received  Litt.  D.  from 
Columbia.  Miss  Bollard's  Inspi- 
ration. 

1906  -  Certain  Delightful  Eng- 
lish Towns;  London  Films, 

1907  —  Through  the  Eye  of  the 
Needle. 

1908  —  Elecled  first  President 
of  the  American  Academy  of 
Arts  and  Letters.  Roman  Holi- 
days and  Others. 

1910  —  Mrs.  Howells  died.  My 
Mark  Twain.  Imaginary  Inter- 

1911  —  Library  Edition  of  the 
Writings  of  W.D.  Howells.  Part- 
ing Friends. 

1912  —  Received  L.  H.  D. 
from  Princeton.  Seventy  -  fifth 
Birthday  Dinner. 

1913  New  Leaf  Mills. 

1915  —  Awarded  gold  medal 
for  fiction  by  Academy  of  Arls 
and  Letters. 

1916  —  The  Leathcrwood  God; 
Years  of  My  Youth. 

1920  —  May  11.  died  in  New 
York  City.  The  Vacation  of  the 
Kelwyns, 
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iformed  about  the  life  and  ca- 
:er  of  the  Republican  nominee, 
incoln  wrote  out  in  the  third 
;rson  some  autobiographical 
Does  which  had  been  promised 
>  Scripps,*''  said  "Lincoln 
ore"  (October,  1965). 
"This  famous  sketch  has  he- 
me a  classic  in  Lincoln  litera- 
te. However,  Scripps  did  not 


turned  to  Columbus,  Ohio,  from 
Springfield,  111.,  June  7,  1860. 
The  August,  B57,  edition  of 
"Lincoln  Lore"  noted  that 
"Howard  had  spent  several  days 
in  Springfield,  where  he  received 
from  Lincoln  a  copy  of  the  bio- 
graphical material  which  he  had 
prepared  for  John  Locke 
Scripps  .  .  .  Likewise,  Howard 


of  the  first  to  reach  a  soon  -  to- 
be  -  crowded  market  for  Lincoln 
literature. 

"His  years  of  literary  discip- 
line and  his  reporter's  facility 
stood  him  in  good  stead,"  said 
Cady. 

"In  little  more  than  a  week 
be  had  turned  in  to  the  publish- 
er an  astute  and  glowing  judge- 


Howells  consulted  Ohio  poli- 
ticians in  search  of  a  position. 
He  also  was  endorsed  by  Lin- 
coln's two  young  personal  secre- 
taries, John  Hay  and  John 
Nicolay. 

He  was  appointed  U.S.  consul 
to  Venice,  Italy,  m  1861,,  serv- 
ing throughout  the  Civil  War. 

Most  contemporaries  consider- 
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